How to cite using MLA

Similar to APA Style, MLA relies on the two-staged in-text (parenthetical) method.

1. In-Text Reference: With MLA, the author's last name and the page number(s) for the quotation, paraphrase, or idea should appear in the text--but you have a couple of layout options. As illustrated in Figure 1, pagination always appears in the parentheses at the end, but not in the text of the sentence. If the author's name appears in the body of the sentence, the parentheses need only hold the page number(s)--e.g. (135). If the name does not appear, then parentheses includes the author's last name and the pagination--e.g., (Hyland 1). Be prepared to encounter variations on this theme. 

· Authors with Same Last Names: If two or more authors share the same last name, provide both authors' first initials or full name if the initials are the same--e.g., "This president proclaimed independence from the British, but walked a careful line in his treatment of the property laws that surrounded the slave question in the new republic (J. Adams 365-86). Yet, his son would latter take on the defense of the Amistad refugees and leave a masterful oration that declared the African mutineers were free men with the inalienable right to revolt against slavery (J. Q. Adams 1-56)." 

· Indirect Sources: Always try to cite the original, but if you cannot then refer to the indirect source by quoted in--e.g., (qtd. in Jones 156). 

· Multiple Authors: To cite multiple sources in the same parenthetical reference, separate the citations by a semi-colon--e.g., (Hyland 86-90; Stielow 113) 

· Multiple Works by the Same Author: When citing more than one work by an author, include shortened titles to distinguish among them--"Stielow argued for the importance of localized Web sites for public libraries (Creating Virtual Libraries 5-8) and went on to demonstrate methods for digitizing special collections materials (Digital Archives 120-154)." 

· If the author is not mentioned by name in the sentence insert the last name and a comma before the short title--(Stielow, "Information Literacy" 4). 

· Unknown Author: When a source has no known author use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place the title in quotation marks for articles or other short works, or italicize for longer items and books. 

Works Cited Page
As covered in Chapters 5 and 6 of the Handbook, the other part of the citation equation and final element in MLA research papers is a Works Cited page. These bibliographic citations help to ensure the reproducibility demanded by the Scientific Method and avoid plagiarism. MLA's Works Cited basically equates to the bibliography option in the traditional Chicago Manual of Style. 

Layout/Punctuation 

· Works Cited heading is centered at the top of a new page at the end of your paper. 

· Authors 

· Alphabetize entries by the author's last name, first for the first author. 

· ---. Multiple works by the same author are indicated by three hyphens. 

· Second and third authors follow the initial author, but with the normal first-last name sequence. 

· With more than three authors, give only the first author and add "et. al." to cover the others. 

· Italics for book and journal titles [Note: underlining option is used to indicate italics to a printer]: The Love of Sharks or Journal of American Poetry. 
· "Quotation Marks" for articles or poems within a larger work. 

· Capitalize the first word and all major words in the title:subtitle--but not articles, short prepositions, or conjunctions. 

Print Media 

· Books: Author last name, first. Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. Stielow, Frederick. Creating Virtual Libraries. New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 1999. 

· Chapter, poem, short story by different author in an edited work: Author of Story. "Title of Story." Title of Book. Name of Editor. Edition [if given]. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Page numbers. 

· Government Documents--Can cover a number of genre, See: 

· University of Memphis's "Uncle Sam's Brief Guide to Citing Government Documents." 

· University of Nevada, Reno's Citing Government Information Sources Using the MLA Style 

· Arizona State University Libraries' DocsCite Automated Government Documents citation in APA & MLA styles 

· Newspaper/Magazine Article: Author last name, first. "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages--e.g., Wallis, Claudine. "Inside the Autistic Mind." Time 15 May 2006: 42-48. 
· Scholarly Journal: Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume:Issue (Year): pages--e.g., Allen, Emily. "Staging Identity: Frances Burney's Allegory of Genre." Eighteenth-Century Studies 31:2 (1998): 433-51. 

Electronic/Web Sources 

MLA adds the electronic address information to the end of its normal descriptive stream and set off between carets [<, >]--See also: Electronic Formats: MLA Style. 

· Articles: Author last, first. "Title of Article." Title of Online Publication. (Year of Publication): # of paragraph or page. Date of Access <electronic address>. 

· E-mail: Author (last, first). "Title of the message (if any)" E-mail to whom. Date of the message--e.g., Nowicke, Carole. "Tuba Association Conference." E-mail to the author. 20 Nov. 2005. 

· Listserv or E-mail Discussion List: Author (last, first). "Title of Posting." Online posting. Date when material was posted. Name of listserv. Date of access <electronic address for retrieval>. 

· Web Site and Blogs: Author (last, first name--if known). Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site. Date you accessed the site. <electronic address>. 

· Web page insert the "Title." of the page before the Name of the Site--e.g., Stielow, Fred, "Information Literacy." Online Library, American Public University. 10 October 2005. 28 May 2006. <www.amu-apu.edu/online-library/tutorials/info-lit.htm> 

Note: Unfortunately, carets are also the standard for declaring an operation in Mark-up Languages, including all HTML commands; hence, you should be especially careful when converting an MLA paper into a Web page. 

More Examples: University of Maryland's Vail Tutorials 

Articles from Journals and Magazines 

· Print journal article, one author 

· Print journal article, two authors 

· Print journal article, three to six authors 

· Print journal article, no author named 
· Full-text journal article from a subscription database 

· Internet-only journal or magazine article 

Books 

· Reference to an entire book by two or more authors 

· Chapter in an edited book 

Proceedings of Meetings and Conferences 

· Unpublished print paper presented at a meeting or conference 

· Paper available through subscription database 

· Paper available on the Internet 

Doctoral Dissertations and Master's Theses 

· Unpublished print dissertation 

· Dissertation found in subscription databases 

Audiovisual Media 

Electronic Media 

· Stand-alone Web document, no author named 

· Multipage document created by private organization, no date 

· Message posted to an electronic mailing list 

Footnote and Endnote Options 

Although discouraging the practice, MLA makes allowances for explanatory or digressive Chicago/Turabian-style endnotes or footnotes. If used: 

· Numbering: Consecutively in Arabic script and indicated by raised superscript after the end of the quotation or paragraph. 

· Formatting: Place on a separately titled Notes page after Works Cited with superscript numbers and double space.
