CI, TERROR, & COUNTERINSURGENCY READING LIST

“Know the enemy and know yourself; in a hundred battles you will never be in peril.  

When you are ignorant of the enemy but know yourself, your chances of winning or losing are equal.

If ignorant both of your enemy and yourself, you are certain in every battle to be in peril.”

SUN TZU

“If officers are unaccustomed to rigorous drilling they will be worried and hesitant in battle; if generals are not thoroughly trained they will inwardly quail when they face the enemy.”

WANG LING

“If you wish to conduct offensive war you must know the men employed by the enemy. Are they wise or stupid, clever or clumsy? Having assessed their qualities, you prepare appropriate measures.”

TU MU

“An Army (Air Force) without secret agents is exactly like a man without eyes or ears.”

CHIA LIN

“I am a soldier, I fight where I am told and win where I fight.”

GERNERAL GEORGE S. PATTON

Author of list personally recommends Italicized titles. Other titles recommended by third party. Bolded titles are must-reads in a category. The intent of this list is to give individuals deploying to the CENTCOM AOR and individuals working related targets with reading options to increase your knowledge of our enemies and to improve/develop the necessary skills to neutralize or exploit threats to the USAF and the United States.

AIRBASE DEFENSE

“Air Base Defense in the Republic of Vietnam, 1961-1973”; Roger P. Fox Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Office of Air Force History United States Air Force, Washington, DC, 1979. Lt Col Fox received the Silver Star for rallying the defense of Tan Son Nhut AB, 4Dec66. His book covers the major attacks on ABs in Vietnam and discusses lessons we are relearning today in Iraq and Afghanistan. OSI collections must focus on the SF/CC’s PIRs. SF/OSI/Intel training, tactics, techniques, procedures, equipment, and execution need to be coordinated and synchronized to protect the base. 

“Air Warfare and Air Base Air Defense, 1914-1973”; John F. Kreis, 1988, Covers attacks from WWI to the Arab-Israeli War of 1973.

“Snakes in the Eagle’s Nest; A History of Ground Attacks on Air Bases”; Alan Vick, RAND, 1995. Covers attacks on ABs in Crete and North Africa in WWII and Vietnam and Thailand. OSI must work hand-in-hand with SF to stop attacks.

The Battle for Saigon; TET 1968”; Keith W. Nolan, 1996, pages 9-85 Tan Son Nhut AB, pages 155-185 Bien Hoa AB. Highlights the need for improved CFSOs on and around ABs and integration between OSI and SF. 2,665 VC and NVA massed food, water, weapons, and ammunition in a village and cemetery near the base perimeter. The enemy CP was only 1KM from the gate (051) they overran.

AL-QAEDA

“ The 9/11 Commission Report; Final Report on the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States”;

“Al-Qaeda Training Manual”; can be found on the web.  It was seized from an Al-Qaeda operative in Manchester England.  It was distributed to most OSI Dets after 9/11

“Ghost War: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, From the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001”; Steven Coll , winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize.

“Holy War Inc., Inside the Secret World of Osama bin Laden”; Peter L. Bergen, 2001.

“Masterminds of Terror, The Truth Behind the most Devastating Terrorist Attack the World had ever seen”; Yosri Fouda and Nick Fielding, 2003. Fouda has a new book coming out on Al-Qaeda but I have not read it yet.

“Messages to the World, the Statements of Osama bin Laden”; Bruce Lawrence, 2005.
“Osama, The Making of a Terrorist”; Jonathan Randal, 2004.

“See No Evil; The True Story of a Ground Soldier in the CIA’s War on Terrorism”; Robert Baer, 2002.

“The High Cost of Peace, How Washington’s Middle East Policy Left America Vulnerable to Terrorism”; Yossef Bodansky, 2002.

“The Osama bin Laden I Know”; Peter L. Bergen, 2006.

“The New Jackals; Ramzi Yousef, Osama Bin Laden and the Future of Terrorism”;  

Simon Reeve, 1999.

“Through our Enemies Eyes; Osama bin Laden, Radical Islam and the Future of America”; Anonymous, 2002.

“Zarqawi, The New Face of Al-Qaeda”; Jean-Charles Brisard and Damien Martinez, 2005. Could also belong in the Iraq section.

ARAB MIND

Arabian Sands by Wilfred Thesiger

“A History of the Arab Peoples”; Albert Hourani, 1991

“A Touch of Genius, The Life of T.E. Lawrence”; Malcolm Brown and Julia Cave, 1989.

“From Beirut to Jerusalem”; Thomas L. Friedman

“Lawrence of Arabia”; Jeremy Wilson, 1990.

“Ideology and Power in the Middle East”; George Lenczowski, 1988.

“Orientalism”; Edward W. Said, 1978, widely read book by US Professor. Every problem in the ME can be traced in to the West.

“Race and Slavery in the Middle East, an Historical Enquiry”; Bernard Lewis, 1990.

“Revolt in the Desert”; T.E. Lawrence, 1927.
“Seven Pillars of Wisdom, A Triumph”; T. E. Lawrence, 1935

“The Arabs”; Peter Mansfield, 1990.
“The Arab Awakening”; George Antonius, 1965.

“The Arab Mind”; Raphael Patai, 1973, a good introduction to Arab culture and Psychology.

“The Arab World, Personal Encounters”; Elizabeth W. Fernea and Robert A. Fernea, 1985.

The Arab Predicament by Fouad Ajami

The Crusades Through Arab Eyes by Amin Maalouf, Jon Rothschild

Understanding Arabs : A Guide for Westerners by Margaret K. Nydell

“With Lawrence in Arabia”; Lowell Thomas, 1924.

COUNTERINSURGENCY WARFARE 

“Amateur Soldiers, Global Wars, Insurgency and Modern Conflict”; Michael C. Fowler, 2005.

“American Encounters with Arabs, The “Soft Power” of U.S. Public diplomacy in the Middle East”; William A. Rugh, 2005

“Arabic Dictionary & Phrasebook”; Mahmoud Gaafar and Jane Wightwick, 2005. Good pocket guide to learn basic Arabic.

“Broken Lives, A Personal View of the Bosnian Conflict”; Lt Col Bob Stewart, 1993.

“Counterinsurgency and the Global War on Terror, Military Culture and Irregular War”; Robert M. Cassidy, 2006.

“Counterinsurgency Lessons From Malaya and Vietnam: Learning to Eat Soup With a Knife”; John A. Nagl, 2002, foster the kind of organization that can learn from mistakes to defeat the enemy.

“Counterinsurgency Operations, FM 3-07.22”; HQ Department of the Army, 2004.

“Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice; David Galula (French Army officer), 1964; “Disorder - the normal state of nature - is cheap to create and very costly to prevent…..Intelligence is the principal source of information on guerrillas, and intelligence has to come from the population, but the population will not talk unless it feels safe, and it does not feel safe until the insurgent’s power has been broken….The counter-insurgent will not be able to rally the bulk of the population so long as the population is not convinced that the counterinsurgent has the will, the means and the ability to win. When a man’s life is at stake it takes more than propaganda to budge him.”

“Fighting for Fallujah”; John R. Ballard, 2006.

“Ghost Force; The Secret History of the SAS; Ken Connor, 1999. Good read from the ground view of insurgencies.

“Guerrillas in the Mist, A Battlefield Guide to Clandestine Warfare”; Bob Newman, 1997.

“Guerrillas, Journeys in the Insurgent World”; Jon Lee Anderson, 2004.

“Insurgency and Terrorism: From Revolution to Apocalypse”; Bard O’Neill, 2005, good first read for insurgency studies.

“Insurgency & Terrorism; Inside Modern Revolutionary Warfare”; Bard E. O’Neill, 1990.

“Israel’s Secret Wars, A History of Israel’s Intelligence Services” Ian Black & Benney Morris, 1991. Tradecraft, sourcing and CFSOs.
“Man Hunt in Kenya”; Ian Henderson, paperback, Mr. Henderson is the individual who used criminal investigative techniques, source networks and the pseudo-gang concept to put down the insurgency in Kenya in the 1950s and used the same techniques to derail the Shia insurgency in Bahrain in the 1990s. Mr. Henderson employed the following SUN TZU strategy: “It is essential to seek out enemy agents who have come to conduct espionage against you and to bribe them to serve you. Give them instructions and care for them. Thus double agents are recruited and used.” 

“Seven Pillars of Wisdom: A Triumph”; T.E. Lawrence, 1926, Unconventional Warfare in the Arab world. “Guerilla war is far more intellectual than a bayonet charge. Nine-tenths of tactics are certain, and taught in books but the irrational tenth is like the kingfisher flashing across the pool and that is the test of general. It can only be ensured by instinct, sharpened by thought practicing the stroke so often that at the crisis it is as natural as a reflex.”

“Special Forces; Guerrilla Warfare Manual”; Scott Wimberley, 1997. 

“Small Wars Manual”; U.S. Marine Corps, 1940

“The New Battlefield, The United States and Unconventional Conflicts”; Sam C. Sarkesian, 1986.

“The Philippine War 1899-1902”; Brian M. Linn, 2000.

“The Sling and the Stone: On War in the 21st Century”; Thomas X. Hammes, a study of the evolution of modern insurgency.

“The Sword and the Olive, A Critical History of the IDF”; Martin Van Creveld, 1998, Tradecraft applicable to CFSOs.

“War in the Shadows, The Guerrilla in History, Two Thousand Years of the Guerrilla at War from Ancient Persia to the Present”; Robert B. Asprey, 1994.

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS AND INVESTIGATIONS

“A G-Man’s Journal, A Legendary Career inside the FBI- From the Kennedy Assassination to the Oklahoma City Bombing”; Oliver “Buck” Reveil, 1998.

“Anticipating Surprise, Analysis for Strategic Warning”; Cynthia M. Grabo, 2002.

Bodyguard of Lies, the Classic history of the war of deception that kept D-Day Secret from Hitler and sealed the allied victory”; Anthony C. Brown, 1975.

“Breaking With Moscow”; Arkady N. Shevchenko, 1985.

“Churchill and Secret Service”; David Stafford, 1999.

“Fundamentals of Criminal Investigation”; Charles E. O’Hara and Gregory L. O’Hara, 1980.

“Great True Spy Stories, 39 True Accounts from Greek Antiquity to the Cold War”; Edited by Allen Dulles, 1968.

“Great True Spy Stories from Fiction”; Edited by Allen Dulles, 1969.

“Greenmantle”; John Buchan, 1993, Novel

“Intelligence in War, Knowledge of the Enemy from Napoleon to Al-Qaeda”; John Keegan, 2003.

“KGB the inside Story”; Christopher Andrew and Oleg Gordievsky, 1990.

“No Heroes, Inside the FBI’s Secret Counter-Terror Force”; Danny O. Coulson, 1999.

“Psychology of Intelligence Analysis”; Richard J. Heuer, Jr. 1999.

“Roosevelt and Churchill, men of secrets”; David Stafford, 1999.

“Roosevelt’s Secret War, FDR and World War II Espionage”; Joseph E. Persico, 2001.

“Secret Servant, My Life with the KGB & the Soviet Elite”; Ilya Dzhirkvelov, 1987.

“Spy Book, the Encyclopedia of Espionage”; Norman Plomar and Thomas B. Allen, 1997.

“Territory of Lies, The Exclusive Story of Jonathan Jay Polland”; Wolf Blitzer, 1989.

“Traitors Among US, Inside the Spy Catcher’s World”; Stuart A. Herrington, 1999.

“The Art of Cross-Examination”; Francis L. Wellman, 1986.

“The French Secret Services, A Histroy of French Intelligence from the Dreyfus Affair to the Gulf War”; Douglas Porch, 1995.

“The Interrogator, the story of Hanns Joachim Scharff master interrogator of the Luftwaffe”; Raymond F. Toliver, 1997.

“The Manhunter”; John Pascucci, 1996.

INFORMATION WARFARE

Many of the techniques and modified versions of the techniques outlined in the books below are used by FIS and terrorist groups to communicate, deceive, steal and transport information on a daily bases. 

“Code Breaking, A History and Exploration”; Rudolf Kippenhahn, 1999.

“Hiding in Plain Sight, Steganography and the Art of Covert Communication”; Eric Cole, 2003.
“Information Hiding, techniques for steganography and digital watermarking”; Stefan Katzenbeisser and Fabien A.P. Petitcolas, 2000.

“Information Warfare and Security”; Dorothy E. Denning, 1999.

“Investigator’s Guide to Steganography”; Gregory Kipper, 2004.

“Securing America’s Future, National Strategy in the Information Age”; Daniel M. Gerstein, 2005.

“The Code Book, the evolution of secrecy form May, Queen of Scots to Quantum Cryptography”; Simon Singh, 1999.

ISLAMIC TERRORISM
“Fighting Terrorism; How democracies can Defeat Domestic and International Terrorism”, Benjamin Netanyahu, 1995.
“God Has Ninety-Nine Names; Reporting From a Militant Middle East; Judith Miller, 1996. Good look at Islamic Extremist across the ME.

“Good Muslim, Bad Muslim, America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror”; Mahmood Mamdani, 2004.

“Hatred’s Kingdom; How Saudi Arabia Supports the New Global Terrorism”; Dore Gold, 2004.

Hezbollah, Born with a Vengeance; Inside the World’s most Secretive and Deadly Organization”; Hala Jaber, 1997. Good look at Shia based terrorist groups and their relationship with Syria and Iran.

Hizb'Allah in Lebanon: The Politics of the Western Hostage Crisis by Magnus Ranstorp

Man Without a Gun: One Diplomat's Secret Struggle to Free the Hostages, Fight Terrorism, and End a War by Giandomenico Picco

Patriot Dreams: The Murder of Colonel Rich Higgins by Robin L. Higgins - Lt Col USMC (Ret)

“The Assassins, A Radical Sect in Islam”; Bernard Lewis, 1967. 

“The Hunt for the Engineer: How Israeli Agents Tracked the Hamas Master Bomber”; Samuel M. Katz, 1999, Highlights terrorist and agent tradecraft, investigative, sourcing and cell penetration techniques.

“The Making of a Terrorist, Recruitment, Training and Root Causes”; Three Volumes: Recruitment, Training, and Root Causes; James J. F. Forest, 2005.

“Triumph of Disoder; Islamic Fundamentalism, The New Face of War”; Morgan Norval, 1999. 

ISLAMIC TERRORISM NETWORKS AND FINANCING
“Islamist Networks; The Afghan-Pakistan Connection”; Mariam Abou Zahab and Olivier Roy, 2004.

“Terror; tracing the dollars behind the terror networks incorporated”; Loretta Napoleoni, 2005. 

“Understanding Terror Networks”; Marc Sageman, 2004.

ISLAM

“Abraham, A Journey to the Heart or Three Faiths”; Bruce Feiler, 2002. 
Arab Nationalism: Between Islam and the Nation-State by Bassam Tibi

Historical Atlas of Islam by Malise Ruthven with Azim Nanji

In the Shadow of the Prophet: The Struggle for the Soul of Islam by Milton Viorst

“Islam”; Alfred Guillaume, 1990.

“Islam”; Fredrick M. Denny, 1987.

“Islam and the West”; Bernard Lewis, 1993.

“Islam the Straight Path”; John L. Esposito, 1991.

“Islam: A Short History”, Karen Armstrong, 2000, Ignorance of the religious and cultural beliefs of a society or enemy makes mistakes inevitable and dangerous. “a fundamental rule of counterinsurgency is to make no new enemies” Gen Anthony Zinni

Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam by Gilles Kepel 

Mecca the Blessed, Medina the Radiant: The Holiest Cities of Islam by Kazuyoshi Nomachi, Ali Kazuyoshi Nomachi, Sewed H. Nasr

Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman by W. Montgomery Watt (Oxford University press, reprint 1974)

Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition by Norman Itzkowitz

Return to Sodom and Gomorrah by Charles R. Pellegrino

“The Bible”; Everyone needs a basic understanding of the Bible. Most of your liaison counterparts will have a better understanding of the Bible than most westerners do. Often terrorists will refer to passages in the Bible that relate to passages in the Koran.

“The Clash of Civilizations: Remaking of the World Order”; Samuel P. Huntington, 1996, the man who predicted the “Cold War” with the Soviet Union also predicted our current War with Islamic Extremists.

“The Complete Idiot’s Guide to the Koran”; Shaykh Muhammad Sarwar and Brandon Toropv, 2003. These types of books about the Koran, Islam, and the Middle East are great reference books for those new to the subject.
“The Crisis of Islam: Holy War and Unholy Terror”; Bernard Lewis, 2003

The Cultural Heritage of Arabs, Islam, and the Middle East by William G. Baker

The Edinburgh University **Islamic Surveys** series of books (about 15 in total), are second to none. The books are written by the most prominent scholars on Islam to date, and they are concise, very cheap and pocketbook size. 

The Failure of Political Islam by Oliver Roy

“The Future of Freedom; Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad”; Fareed Zakaria, 2003.

The Future of Islam and the West by Shireen T. Hunter, Marc Gopin

The Hadj: An American's Pilgrimage to Mecca by Michael Wolfe

The Society of the Muslim Brothers in Egypt: The Rise of an Islamic Mass Movement 1928-1942 by Brynjar Lia, Jamal Al-Banna

The Islamic Threat, Myth or Reality by John L. Esposito
“The Koran, Interpreted”; Arberry, 1955.Your advisory’s playbook. Have a working knowledge of it so you can understand the point they are trying to make and at least be able to look up passages.

“The Losing Battle with Islam”; David Selbourne, 2005.

“The Meaning of the Glorious Koran”; translated by Mohammed Marmaduke Pickthall

“The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam and the Crusades”; Robert Spencer, 2005. Should only be read after having a good foundation. The book is right leaning and intended to provoke discussion. It is not intended to be a reference guide.

“The World’s Religions, A Short History”; Charles S. Braden.

“Understanding Islam; An Introduction to the Moslem World”;  Thomas W. Lippman, 1982.

“Voices of Resurgent Islam”; John L. Esposito, 1983.

“What Went Wrong?  The Clash Between Islam and Modernity in the Middle East”;  Bernard Lewis, 2002.

LEADERSHIP
“Company Command, The Bottom Line”; Col John G. Meyer, Jr., 1993. Perfect guide for organizing and leading small units like OSI. 

“Don’t Let Jerks Get the Best of You, Advice for Dealing with Difficult People”; Paul Meier, MD, 1993.

“Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff…an it’s all small stuff”; Richard Carlson, PHD, 1997.

“Everyday Ethics, Inspired Solutions to Real-Life Dilemmas”; Joshua Halberstam, 1994.

“Flight of the Buffalo, Soaring to Excellence, Learning to Let Employees Lead”; James A. Belasco and Ralph C. Stayer, 1993.

“Gates of Fire”; Steven Pressfield, 2000, Novel, Leadership and Warrior Mindset

“Grant a Biography”; William S. McFeeley, 1981

“Good to Great”; Jim Collins, 2001.

“Last Chance for Victory, Robert E. Lee and the Gettysburg Campaign”; Scott Bowden and Bill Ward, 2001.

“Leadership and Training for the Fight; A Few thoughts on Leadership and Training from a Former Special Operations Soldier”; MSG Paul R. Howe (USA Ret), 2005.

“Odysseus in America: Combat Trauma and the Trials of Homecoming; Jonathan Shay (Psychiatrist); The book provides individuals and supervisors the tools to help those returning from deployments re-adjust.

“George Washington’s Rules of Civility”; George Washington, 2003.

“Season of Life, a football star, a boy, a journey to manhood”; Jeffrey Max, 2003.

“Sun Tzu, the Art of War”; any version is necessary read. Translated by Samuel B. Griffith, 1971.

“Take the bully by the Horns”; Sam Horn, 2002.

“The First American, The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin”; H.W. Brands, 2000.

“The Power of Full Engagement”; Jim Loehr and Tony Schwartz, 2003.

MIDDLE EAST HISTORY

A Middle East Mosaic : Fragments of Life, Letters and History by Bernard Lewis

“A History of the Arab Peoples”; Albert Hourani, 1991.

A Short History of the Arab Peoples by Sir John Glubb

Dictionary of the Middle East by Dilip Hiro

“From Babel to Dragomans, Interpreting the Middle East”; Bernard Lewis, 2004.

“History of the Arabs”; Philip K. Hitti, 1989.

MIDDLE EAST GENERAL HISTORY/CULTURE/GEOPOLITICS:

Orientalism by Edward Said

“Revolt in the Desert”; T.E. Lawrence. 1927

“The Crusades”; Jonathan Riley-Smith, 1987.

The Government and Politics of the Middle East and North Africa
by David E. Long (Editor), Bernard Reich (Editor)

“The Middle East, A History”; Sydney N. Fisher and William Ochsenwald, 1990.

“The Middle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Years”; Bernard Lewis, 1995.

“The Middle East and North Africa”; Alasdair Drysdale and Geral H. Blake, 1985.

“The Middle East in World Affairs”; George Lenczowski, 1990.

The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money, and Power by Daniel Yergin , Joseph Stanislaw

“Tribes with Flags; A Dangerous Passage Through the Chaos of the Middle East”; Charles Glass, 1990.
Tubinger Atlas of the Middle East (Wiesbaden, Germany: Reichert Publishers, 1986-

continuing).

TERRORISM

“Behind the Mask, The IRA and Sinn Fein”; Peter Taylor, 1997.

“Counterbomb, Protecting yourself against car, mail, and area-emplaced bombs”; Lawrence W. Meyers, 1991.

Explosives and Homemade Bombs”; Maj Joseph Stoffel, Aus (Ret), 1972.

“Hunter”; Andrew Macdonald, 1998. Widely read by domestic terrorist groups for guidance and inspiration.

“Political Violence and Terrorism in Modern America, A chronology”; Christopher Hewitt, 2005. 

“Syria, the United States, and the War on Terror in the Middle East”; Robert G. Rabil, 2006.
“Terrorism, 2002-2004, The Chronology, Three Volumes”; Edward F. Mickolus and Susan L. Simmons, 2005.

“Terrorism, A Documentary, and Reference Guide”, Vincent Burns and Kate, D. Peterson, 2005.

Terrorism and Counterterrorism: Understanding the New Security Environment by Colonel Russell D. Howard and Major Reid L. Sawyer

Terrorism in the 21st Century (3rd Edition) by Cindy C. Combs

Terrorism Today by Christopher C. Harmon

“Terrorist Explosives Handbook, Volume I-the IRA”; Jack McPherson, 1979. Various versions are used by domestic and foreign terrorist groups.

“The Anarchist Cookbook”; William Powell, 1971. Various versions are used by domestic and foreign terrorist groups.

“The Anti-Terrorism Handbook, A Practical Guide to Counteraction Planning and Operations for Individuals, Businesses, and Government”; Karl A Seger, PH. D., 1990.

“The IRA”; Tim Pat Coogan, 2000.

The New Global Terrorism: Characteristics, Causes, and Controls by Charles W. Kegley, Jr.

“The Turner Diaries”; Andrew Macdonald, 1980. Widely read by domestic terrorist groups for guidance and inspiration.

Understanding Terrorism: Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues by Gus Martin

AFGHANISTAN

“Adventures in Afghanistan”; Louis Palmer, 1990.

“Afghanistan, A Military History from Alexander the Great to the Fall of the Taliban”; Stephen Tanner, 2002.

“Afghan Guerrilla Warfare, In the Words of the Mujahideen Fighters”; Ali Ahmad Jalali and Lester Grau, 2001.

“Afghan Tales, Stories from Russia’s Vietnam”; Oleg Yermakov, 1991.

“Afghanistan, The Soviet Invasion and the Afghan Response, 1979-1982”; M. Hassan Kaker, 1995.

“After Empire, The emerging Geopolitics of Central Asia”; Jed C Snyder, 1995.
“Beyond the Khyber Pass, The Road to British Disaster in the First Afghan War”; John H. Waller, 1990.

Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia by Ahmed Rashid
“Reaping the Whirlwind, the Taliban Movement in Afghanistan”; Michael Griffin, 2001.

“Russian-Soviet Unconventional Wars in the Caucasus, Central Asia and Afghanistan”; Dr. Robert F. Baumann.

“Taliban, Militant Islam, Oil & Fundamentalism in Central Asia”;  Ahmed Rashid, 2000.

“The Afghan Syndrome, ,The Soviet Union’s Vietnam”; Maj Gen Oleg Sarin and Col Lev Dvoretsky, 1993.

“The Bear Went Over the Mountain, Soviet Combat Tactics in Afghanistan”; Lester W. Grau, 1996.

“The Bookseller of Kabul”; Asne Seierstad, 2002.

“The Great Game, The struggle for Empire in Central Asia”; Peter Hopkirk, 1994.

“The Kite Runner”; Khaled Hosseini, 2003, a novel but with good insights to Afghanistan.

“The Lessons of Modern War, Volume III, The Afghan and Falkland Conflicts”; Anthony H. Cordesman and Abraham R. Wagner, 1990.

“The Yogi and the Bear, A Study of Indo-Soviet Relations”; S. Nihal Singh, 1986.

ALGERIA

Between Ballots and Bullets: Algeria's Transition from Authoritarianism by William B. Quandt

EGYPT

“A Military History of Modern Egypt from the Ottoman Conquest to the Ramadan War”; Andrew McGregor, 2006.

Cairo: The City Victorious by Max Rodenbeck

HORN OF AFRICA

“Africa in History”; Basil Davidson, 1991.

“After the Wars, Reconstruction in Afghanistan, Indochina, Central America, Southern Africa, and the Horn of Africa”; Anthony Lake, 1990.

“Black Hawk Down, A Story of Modern War”; Mark Bowden, 1999.

“Culture and Customs of Somalia”, Mohamed Diriye Abdullahi, 2001.

“In the Company of Heroes”; Michael J. Durant with Steven Hartov, 2003.

“Me Against My Brother, At War in Somalia, Sudan, and Rwanda”; Scott Peterson, 2001.

“Somalia Operations: Lessons Learned”; Kenneth Allard, 1995.

IRAN

The Last Great Revolution: Turmoil and Transformation in Iran by Robin Wright

“Revolutionary Iran; Challenge and Response in the Middle East”; R.K. Ramazani, 1986

“The Mantel of the Prophet; Religion and Politics in Iran”; Roy Mottahedeh, 1985.

IRAQ

Ally to Adversary: An Eyewitness Account of Iraq's Fall from Grace by Rick Francona and Leonard H. Perroots.

Ayatollahs, Sufis and Ideologues by Faleh Abdul-Jabar (London: Saqi Books, 2002)
“Baghdad Burning; Girl Blog From Iraq”; Riverbend, 2005. One Iraqi woman’s account of day-to-day life in Baghdad. You can also visit here blog on the web by using keyword Riverbend. 
Four Centuries of Modern Iraq by Stephen Longrigg (Oxford: Clarendon, 1925) 

Iraq, 1900-1950: A Political, Social, and Economic History by Stephen Longrigg (London: Oxford University Press, 1953).

“Iraqi Security Forces, A Strategy for Success”; Anthony H. Cordesman, 2005.

“Republic of Fear; The Politics of Modern Iraq”; Samir Al-Khalil, 1989.

“Revolt on the Tigris; The Al-Sadr Uprising and the Governing of Iraq”; Mark Etherington, 2005.  Lack of CFSOs contributed to loss of Coalition control of Al-Kut.

“Saddam, King of Terror”; Con Coughlin, 2002.
“Saddam Hussein; A Political Biography”; Efraim Karsh & Inari Rautsi, 1991.

“Saddam Hussein; The Politics of Revenge”; Said K. Aburish, 2000.

“The Assassins’ Gate, America in Iraq”; George Packer, 2005.

The Kurds: A Concise Handbook by Izady, M., (London: Taylor & Francis, 1992

“The Kurds in Iraq: The Past, Present and Future”; Kerim Yildiz, 2004

“The Lessons of Modern War, Volume II, The Iran Iraq War”; Anthony H. Cordesman and Abraham R. Wagner, 1990.

“The Modern History of Iraq”; Phebe Marr, 2004. Must read before deployment.

The Old Social Classes and the Revolutionary  Movements of Iraq by Hanna Batatu (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978).

“The Longest War; The Iran-Iraq Military Conflict”; Dilip Hiro, 1991.

“The Reckoning: Iraq and the Legacy of Saddam Hussein”; Sandra Mackey, 2002

“The Shi’is of Iraq”; Yitzhak Nakash, 2003

PERSIAN GULF

“Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, and the UAE; Challenges of Security”; Anthony H. Cordesman, 1997.

“From the Trucial States to United Arab Emirates”; Frauke Heard-Bey, 1982.

The Security in the Persian Gulf: Origins, Obstacles, and the Search for Consensus by G. Sick and L. Potter, eds., (London and New York, Palgrave, 2002)

SAUDIA ARABIA

“Arabia the Gulf & the West”; J.B. Kelly, 1980.

“National Security in Saudi Arabia”; Anthony H. Cordesman and Nawaf Obaid, 2005.

“Princes of Darkness, The Saudi Assault on the West”; Laurent Murawiec, 2003. A one sided view but interesting.

“The Kingdom of Arabia & the House of Saud”; Robert Lacey, 1981, get the updated version.

TURCKEY

Turkey: A Modern History by Erik J. Zurcher

Turkey Unveiled: A History of Modern Turkey by Hugh Pope, Nicole Pope

YEMEN

Yemen: The Unknown Arabia by Tim MacKintosh-Smith, Martin Yeoman
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT

“Arab and Jew: Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land”; David K. Shipler, 1987

Palestine: The Prize and Price of Zion by Kenneth Cragg

Palestine and the Palestinians by Samih K. Farsoun

The Rise and Fall of Palestine: A Personal Account of the Intifada Years by Norman G. Finkelstein

Building a Palestinian State: The Incomplete Revolution (Indiana Series in Arab and Islamic Studies) by Glenn E. Robinson 

Arab-Israeli Conflict and Conciliation: A Documentary History by Bernard Reich 

The Israel-Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict by Walter Laqueur, Barry Rubin

“The Israeli-Palestinian War, Escalating to Nowhere”;  Anthony H. Cordesman and Jennifer R. Moravitz, 2005.
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